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     At the apex of their career, Grover and Margaret 

and Za Zu Zaz was opening for performers like 

Count Basle and appearing at the Newport Jazz 

Festival, which makes it curious, and satisfying, to 

now hear their first album ever, a mere twenty 

years after they broke up.  

     "For those fans who loved us and were never 

able to buy a CD, here it is," said Grover Kemble of 

"An Evening With Za Zu Zaz: recorded this spring 

at The Tabernacle in Mt. Tabor. "I think the sound 

is pretty tight for twenty years later."  

     Grover and Margaret and Za Zu Zaz were one of 

New Jersey's premier bands in the late 70s, 

playing a combination of jazz, swing and novelty 

pop tunes with three-part harmony and superb 

musicianship. "People regularly told us that were 

the band that was going to make it," Kemble said. 

"Like the Blue Sparks we had that loyal following. 

It wasn't for everybody, but our fans loved us. We 

could play in Connecticut and there'd be people 

there from New Jersey."  

     The band was too eclectic, and against the 

popular grain of its time, which was divided 

between new wave, punk and disco. "We weren't 

afraid to do a lot of different types of material," 

Kemble said. "We were ahead of our time, and we 

were behind the times."  

     Margaret Taylor left the band in 1979, and Za 

Zu Zaz went on without her for several years. 

Taylor began using her Japanese name Machan 

and recorded and performed with a who's who of 

talent over the next two decades: Pink Floyd, Pat 

Benatar, Leonard Cohen, George Benson and 

Foreigner, among others. Kemble, who first gained  

 

 

notice in Sha Na Na, led groups such as Bop 'n Roll 

and Blow Daddy-O, worked in a duo with young 

John Pizzarelli, and in the 90s recorded two 

critically acclaimed and commercially successful 

albums, "Follow..." and "Live at Shanghai Jazz." 

Drummer Tim Solook joined the Houston Jazz 

Trio, bassist and vocalist Dave Miller heads 

Rutgers' piano tech program, while keyboardist 

John Gatti produces, records and teaches music, 

and often plays for TV and radio commercials.  

     Za Zu Zaz, Kemble says, never entirely left their 

consciousness. 

     "It was something that was talked about on 

many occasions when we got together socially," he 

said. "But It never seemed to work out with 

people's schedules."  

     Margaret moved back to New York City last 

year, and talk of a reunion became more concrete. 

They set a date for the show, a rehearsal schedule, 

listened to the old tapes and hoped for the best. 



"The only risk would be if we were terrible," 

Kemble said. "It was a daunting task just to go 

through with it."  

     The show sold out, and "An Evening With Za Zu 

Zaz" bears witness to the talents of the ensemble. 

Even with intricate three-part harmonies and 

challenging musical interplay, the sound is 

cohesive, and the exuberance of the group's 

members comes through. 

     "We've grown as musicians," Kemble said, 

noting that none of the three singers has lost any 

range in the past twenty years. "We took some of 

the old material and cleaned it up, improved it, but 

for the most part the raw material was fine to 

begin with."  

     Za Zu Zaz is taking small steps now, though the 

members won't rule out further adventures. Their 

next show, at the Community Theatre in 

Morristown on Friday, Nov. 19, will also be a CD 

release party, and a chance for more fans to hear 

them live, if not for the last time then for the first 

time in a long time.  

     "The Start of Something Big" is one of the CD's 

standout tracks, and Grover Kemble takes that 

song to heart. "This could be the start of something 

big, " he said. "You never know." 


