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     Live and spontaneous - that's how singer-

guitarist Grover Kemble wanted his new album to 

sound. And that's how the music does sound on 

"Live at Shanghai Jazz," which was recorded at 

the Chinese restaurant and jazz club in Madison.  

     His trio, Grover Kemble & Jazz Jump, which 

includes Steve Freeman on bass and Tom Sayek 

on drums, will perform tonight at the Publick 

House, 111 Main St., Chester. For information call 

(908) 879-6878.  

     Kemble's bluesy approach to jump jazz tunes 

and ballads, and his enthusiastic showmanship, 

are well captured on the album. His style is fun 

and upbeat on his original "Meet Me Down at 

Shanghai Jazz" and the calypso novelty song "All I 

Had Was 50 Cents." And he gives his own twist, 

in mood or tempo, to serious jazz ballads like 

"Good Morning Heartache." 

     It's a different approach from that of his 

previous album, "Follow," a well-regarded studio 

set of ballads and originals.  

     "This is a little more off the cuff," Kemble said. 

"But that's what I wanted. I wanted that old style, 

without all this canned studio effect, like the new 

jazz that's out there."  

     On the album, the group is joined by several 

guest musicians, including the well-known jazz 

guitarist and singer John Pizzarelli. 

     "With John sitting in it, was really a star-

studded thing," said Martha Chang, who Owns 

Shanghai Jazz with her husband, David Niu.  

     "John and I played together for a couple years 

as a duo," Kemble said. Also on hand are 

keyboardist Jerry Vezza ... Marty Fogel and  

 

 

guitarist Pat Cerello, who also produced the 

album.  

     "He did a fine job with the recording," Kemble 

said. "Considering how we did it and the 

equipment that he was using, I think it sounds 

almost like a studio album."  

     The album is the first release on Shanghai 

Jazz's own label, in a joint venture with Kemble's 

Groveman Records. Like the club itself, the intent  

is to recreate the atmosphere of Shanghai in the 

'20s and '30s, "when it was jazz, gin and joy," 

Chang said.  

     Kemble, 50, lives in Parsippany and works 

days as a music therapist at Greystone Park 

Psychiatric Hospital. In the '70s and early '80s he 

led the rock 'n' swing band Za Zu Zaz, a big club 

attraction. His subsequent group and solo 

performances have remained true to that style.  

     Kemble will be back at Shanghai Jazz Oct. 23, 

with Cerello joining the trio. Return visits in 

November and December will feature other 

players fro m the album, he said. 


