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     Grover Kemble's affection for the music of Ray 

Charles began at about age 11. He was driving with his 

mother in northern New Jersey when Charles' first big 

record, "What'd I Say," came on the radio.  

     "I was really digging it and my mom was turning it 

down," says Lancaster, Pa., native Kemble, 59. "It was 

like a rite of passage; it grabbed me."  

     Kemble and several colleagues are presenting a new 

show, Reflections of Ray featuring Grover Kemble, 

which has essentially a dress rehearsal Friday at 

Shanghai Jazz in Madison. Then, after another semi-

run-through Nov. 3 at the Mohawk House, where 

other material is on tap, Kemble and company offer 

what they consider their official premiere Nov. 10 at 

the Darress Theater in Boonton. 

     Teaming with the leader, who's singing and playing 

some guitar, are saxophonist Marty Fogel, pianist 

Regan Ryzuk, bassist Tim Metz, guitarist Bob Marks, 

and drummer Russ "Styles" DiBona. The gents will 

occasionally sing vocals behind Kemble as "The 

Grovettes" - a play-on-words on Charles' female vocal 

trios, the Raeletts.  

     From that first exposure at 11, Charles remained a 

core influence in Kemble's career - which has run from 

rock bands in high school to leading Za Zu Zaz, a 

popular Jersey vocal band ala Manhattan Transfer, 

and which recorded "An Evening with Za Zu Zaz" 

(GMZZZ) in 1999. 

     "I listened to him, learned from his vocal phrasing, 

respected his musical greatness, but didn't try to sound 

like him," says Kemble. "He's probably the greatest 

interpreter of American music, anything from jazz and 

soul to R&B and country & western. He was like part 

juke joint, part church. He knocked down the walls 

that separated blues and gospel and country and jazz. 

American music owes him a lot." 

      

 

 

 

     Parsippany resident Kemble, who has had a day gig 

as supervisor of recreation at the Greystone Park 

Psychiatric Hospital in Morris Plains since 1985, was  

inspired to get his show going alter seeing the 2004 

biopic, "Ray," starring Jamie Foxx. He worked with 

Ryzuk, who wrote the band's charts. "The idea is to 

basically celebrate his music," he says.  

     The band's repertoire covers early hits such as 

"What'd I Say" and "Drown in My Own Tears" to 1960s 

classics such as "Smack Dab in the Middle" and 

"Georgia on My Mind." Kemble accurately calls 

"Georgia" Charles' breakthrough song - it was his first 

single with string orchestra, and his first No.1 hit on 

the Billboard Pop charts. Of "Drown," Kemble states, 

"That's a really painful song, the guy is singing his 

heart out. I like singing that kind of thing."  

     While Kemble and company are still doing little 

tweaks to the show, it's ready for an audience. "It's 

getting there," he says. "There are so many little 

nuances, it's a lot to remember, but we have to keep 

trying until we get it. We're charged up." 


