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     Grover Kemble has a winning formula for 

presenting jazz: Make it entertaining. It's a 

formula that has fans enthusiastically following 

the singer-guitarist to his gigs throughout North 

Jersey. 

     Last week was no exception, as the Grover 

Kemble Trio played for a full house at Shanghai 

Jazz, the Chinese restaurant/jazz club in 

Madison, where they are one of a very few acts 

that return to the venue at least once every 

month. 

     This weekend the trio, plus saxophonist Marty 

Fogel, is appearing at Trumpets in Montclair, and 

Kemble can also be heard Thursday night at his 

regular weekly solo gig in the Publick House in 

Chester, 

     The early sets last Friday night consisted of the 

typical, highly eclectic repertoire that is singer-

guitarist Kemble's stock in trade. A trio of songs 

associated with Frank Sinatra -"The Second Time 

Around," "The Lady Is A Tramp" and "I'm Getting 

Sentimental Over You" -are given a decidedly 

rhythmic spin, "Cry Me A River," a brooding torch 

song in Julie London's classic recorded version, 

takes on a light, hip swing feel. "Am I Blue?" is 

appropriately pensive, but followed immediately 

by the rambunctious novelty song, "Gimme That 

Wine." 

     "I like to do ballads too, introspective stuff," 

said the Morris Plains resident later that night. 

"But you have to come back and bring the crowd 

into what you're doing again. You've got to be 

entertaining." 

     Kemble knows more than a little bit about how 

to be entertaining. He was a touring (but not an  

 

 

original) member of Sha Na Na, that high-spirited 

send-up of Fifties doo-wop and rock'n'roll, in the 

early 1970s, when the group was an unlikely hit 

on the hippie rock circuit, And through the '70s 

and '80s he led New Jersey-based groups in 

various styles from psychedelic rock to roots rock, 

including the popular Za-Zu-Zaz (a local Jersey 

legend) and Blow Daddy-O. He also worked in a 

duo with John Pizzarelli, the guitarist-singer who 

is now an international jazz-swing star. 

     In the last decade Kemble, whose performing 

schedule has been downsized since he's found a 

satisfying day job as a musical counselor/ 

instructor at Greystone Park State Hospital, has 

also emphasized jazz, swing and jump music, 

while retaining the energy of rock. 

     "It's a natural musical progression," he says, 

"I'm returning to my first influences, the jazz and 

jump music I listened to growing up, as well as 

folk music and flamenco."  



     That last, flamenco. accounts for Kemble's 

preference for nylon guitar strings. He plays them 

on a Gibson Chet Atkins model solid body electric 

guitar. "I love that sound; it's a very distinctive 

sound," he says. "It allows the guitar to be a chord 

instrument with a bigger yet quieter sound, a real 

piano sound." 

     Kemble also loves the jump sound of 1940s 

acts like Louis Jordan's Tympani Five, bridge 

groups between the Swing of the 1930s and the 

rock'n'roll of the 1950s. "You can't go wrong with 

those jump tunes," he says. "They were the 

foundation of the entertainment part of Za-Zu-

Zaz." 

     Kemble says he's been talking with Margaret 

(now Machan) Notarile, who co-fronted the band 

with him when it was called Grover, Margaret & 

Za Zu Zaz, and there might be a reunion gig 

sometime in the near future. Meanwhile, he 

continues to appear locally as a solo artist and in 

his trio with drummer Tom Sayek and bassist 

Steve Freeman.  

     "They're very good at listening to me and 

picking up my changes," he says of the trio 

members, "And that's important, because I like to 

keep the music fresh, so I might call a song as a 

ballad, or a bossa nova, or a swinger, depending 

on how I feel or what the crowd feels like."  

     But no matter how he does the song, it comes 

out purely and inimitably Grover Kemble style. 

 


