
NEW JERSEY JAZZ SOCIETY 
Record Bin: By Dave Dorn 
Published: 1987 
 
     Recently received a call from Betty Comora, that 

songster from Paramus. She asked me if I was 

familiar with Grover Kemble's Blow Daddyo. 

"What is a Grover Kemble?" I asked hesitatingly. 

Betty proceeded to explain Grover's merits, 

talents, a singer who plays guitar and quite a 

showman. "In fact", she says, ''I'm going to send 

you a video tape and draw your own conclusions." 

     Sure enough, within a week I received said 

video and wasted no time inserting it in the VCR. 

What flashed across the screen for the next hour 

was Grover Kemble and Blow Daddyo "live" at 

Amos and Pat Kuane's "Gullivers" jazz Club. Here 

is a guy who plays lead guitar with a group of 

swinging musicians, vocalizing from jazz classics 

like, Night In Tunisa, pop standards such as 

Friends, to comic novelties like all I Have Is Fifty 

Cents, plus my favorite Filthy McNasty, that really 

rocks with some great scat singing. In fact, Kemble 

had the whole audience so charged up that when 

he went off stage among the tables he engaged in a 

scat duel with a fan that I think surprised Grover 

as much as the fans. There are also five other 

numbers. 

     To me Kemble is a cross between Louis Jordan, 

Cab Calloway, AI Jolson, Lambert, Hendricks & 

Ross, with a little of Jimmy Durante thrown in. As 

one enthusiastic reviewer, "Grover has a 

wonderful, elastic face that reflects his enthusiasm 

for what he does through an ever-changing series 

of impish grimaces. His guitar work is highly 

charged and reasonably adventurous, and his stage 

presence commanding." 

     Now I know what a Grover Kemble is, I am 

surprised I didn't know of him before this. Another  

 

 

interesting feature of the video is that at the end of 

the first set is a short interview that Betty has with 

Amos and Pat, our club hosts.  

     At the end of the second set is an interview with 

George Kanzler, the Star Ledger's jazz reviewer. 

George says, "Grover Kemble and his group, who 

he has known for years, is one of the hidden 

treasures of New Jersey!"  

     Needless to say I enjoyed the video immensely. 

I had a ball for an hour swinging along with 

Grover. Here is something that is refreshingly 

different and full of fun. The tape is beautifully 

packaged, well produced, great color and sound, 

an energetic, entertaining approach to jazz and 

pop. I highly recommend.  

     To get your copy, send $25 to Betty Comora 

Entertainment, 6 Lyncrest Drive, Paramus, N.J. 

07652 and be sure to mention you learned about 

the video in the July / August issue of Jersey Jazz. 

Have fun, you won't regret it! 

 


